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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1, (currently amended) A multimedia transaction processor f :>r facilitating 
the sale of multimedia material, said apparatus comprising 

a media server operable to store a preview version of multimedia material items, which 
are received from one or more vendors, the preview version of the multimedia m aterial being 
formed with perceivable i mpairments produced by generating a reduced quality representation of 
the material, to the effect that an amount of data required to represent the multimedia material is 
substantially reduced, and the reduced quality discourages copying of ihe multiir edia material, 
and 

to store in association with the previous version of the multimedia materi *1, meta data 
representing the content of the multimedia material and data identifying the vendor providing the 
multimedia material, 

a communications processor correctable, via a communicatior.s link, to one or more data 
processing systems and operable to receive, via said communications link, from :>ne of said data 
processing systems, data indicative of a request for multimedia content from a buyer, 

an access processor operable to retrieve from said server preview version 5. of possible 
multimedia material content items corresponding to said requested multimedia content by 
generating meta data from said data requesting said multimedia content and comparing said 
generated meta data with the meta data stored in association with said preview versions of said 
multimedia material, and from the comparison retrieving said preview versions of said possible 
multimedia content items from said server, and to communicate to the buyer dati processing 
system data representative of said preview versions of said possible multimedia content items, 
and 
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a transaction controller operable, in response to selection data representati ve of a 
selection of at least one of said possible preview versions of said multimedia content items from 
said buyer, to communicate to said vendor identified by said stored identification data ordering 
said selected multimedia content items, and to complete a sales transaction for the selected 
multimedia material with the buyer. 

Claim 2. (original) A multimedia transaction processor as. claimed i i Claim 1, 
wherein said meta data comprises a plurality of different types, each different typo of said meta 
data describing a different aspect of said multimedia content. 

Claim 3. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 1 9 wherein said preview versions of said multimedia material iteins include a watermark in 
order to identify the vendor of said multimedia material. 

Claim 4. (canceled) 

Claim 5. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 1 , wherein said selection data includes an indication of a selected part of sa d selected 
multimedia item, said communications processor being operable in combination u ith said 
transaction controller to complete said sales transaction by debiting an amount of money 
corresponding to said selected part of said media item, with respect to the total cost of said 
selected media item. 
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Claim 6. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processo ■ as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said server is arranged to store business rules data re])resentati\e of the 
conditions for the sale of said selected multimedia material items, said access prccessor 
communicating said conditions of sale data to said buyer in response to one of sa i d selection data 
and said requesting data. 

Claim 7. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said access processor is operable in response to said selection cata to generate 
and to store data representing the number of times buyers select said multimedia material items. 

Claim 8. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processcr as claimed in 
Claim 7, wherein said access processor is operable to determine the number of ti lies multimedia 
content items owned by a particular vendor are selected by said buyers,, and said communications 
processor is operable in combination with said access processor to coDimunicate on request, data 
representative of said number of times said multimedia content items fire selected, to said 
particular vendor providing said multimedia content. 

Claim 9. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processc <r as claimed in 
CJairo 1, wherein said access processor is operable to receive catalogue data repiesenting a list of 
multimedia material items provided by a vendor divided into predetermined categories, said 
catalogue data being communicated on request to a buyer data processing system. 
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Claim 10. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said media server is arranged to store data representative of ad> ertising 
material, and said access processor is operable to communicate said advertising data to said 
buyer data processing system in response to said request data. 

Claim 1 L (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 2, wherein said request data comprises at least one data value and an indication of which 
of said types of meta data said data value corresponds, said access processor bein j operable to 
search said server for said possible multimedia content items by searching for vahes 
corresponding to said data value for said meta data type corresponding to said indication. 

Claim 12. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 2, wherein said access processor is operable to generate at least one meta dna value for at 
least one meta data type from said Tequest data, and to retrieve said possible multimedia content 
items by searching said server for multimedia content items having meta data vali.es 
corresponding to said at least one generated meta data value. 

Claim 13. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processor as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said access processor is operable to compare said request data with meta data 
stored in said server and to retrieve meta data which corresponds with said requesi data, and to 
operate in combination with said communications processor to communicate said -etrieved meta 
data to said buyer data processing systems, said access processor being operable to retrieve 



00313417 

PAGE 7/17 * RCVD AT 9/29Q005 1 :36:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Timel * SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:858 731 500 1 * DURATION fnn«s):03-24 



09/29/2005 10:33 FAX 858 731 5001 FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG ©008 

PATENT 
450110-03032 

multimedia content items corresponding to selected retrieved meta data received from a buyer 
user data processing system. 

Claim 14. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processo r as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said transaction controller includes an account management system operable to 
store data representative of bank accounts of said buyer and said vendor, and consequent upon 
receipt of said selection data, to complete said transaction by transferirig money 1 o be charged to 
said bank account of said vendor from the bank account of said buyer, said amount of money 
being determined in dependence upon said pre-stored cost of buying siiid selects 1 multimedia 
content items. 

Claim 15. (previously presented) A multimedia transaction processcr as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said multimedia material includes one of data, video data, audio data and 
audio/video data. 

Claim 16. (previously presented) A multimedia processing system comprising 
a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1, 

a plurality of data processing systems coupled to said transaction processor via a data 
communications network. 

Claim 17. (previously presented) A multimedia processing system f s claimed in 
Claim 16, wherein said data communications network includes the Internet. 
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Claim 18. (currently amended) A method of vending multimedia material, said 
method comprising the steps of 

- identifying said multimedia material to be sold, 

- generating meta data describing the content of said multimedia material. 

- generating data representing a predetermined price for the sale of said irultimedia 
materia], 

- associating data representative of the owner of said multimedia material with said 
multimedia material and said meta data, 

- generating a preview version of multimedia material, the preview versio \ of the 
multimedia material being formed with perceivable i mpairments produced by ger erating a 
reduced quality representation of the material, to the effect that an amount of dats required to 
represent the multimedia material is substantially reduced, 

- arranging for said preview version of said multimedia materiai , said met i data, said 
ownership data and said predetermined price for sale to be ingested by % media server of a 
multimedia transaction processor, 

- arranging for buyers to establish a transaction account, 

- receiving from said buyers data indicative of a request for multimedia content, 

- generating meta data from said data requesting said multimedia content <nd comparing 
said generated meta data with the meta data stored in association with said preview versions of 
said multimedia material, and from the comparison retrieving said preview versions of said 
possible multimedia content items from said server, 

- communicating to said buyers said preview version of said multimedia rr aterial, 
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- providing a facility for said buyers to select 
complete a transaction for said selected muJtimedi^ material 
account, and 

- ananging for said vendor to communicate 
said buyers. 



Clai m 1 9, (currently amen ded) A method 
transaction processor having a media server operabh 
material items, which are received from one or moite 
multimedia material being formed with perceivable 



reduced quality representation of the material, to th 
represent the multimedia material is substantially 
copying of the multimedia material, and to store in 
multimedia material, meta data representing the 
identifying the vendor providing the multimedia 
connectable, via a communications link, to one or 
receive, via said communications link, from one of 
of a request for multimedia content from a buyer, 
said server preview versions of possible multimedia 
requested multimedia content by generating meta 
content and comparing said generated meta data 
said preview versions of said multimedia material, 
preview versions of said possible multimedia conteiit 
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desired items of multimedia material and to 
items usin g said traT saction 

said selected multimedia material items to 



of buying multimedia material using a 
e to store a preview version of multimedia 
vendors, the preview version of the 
.impairments produced by generating a 
3 effect that an amount of data required to 

, and the reduced quality discourages 
association with the previous version of the 
of the multimedia materif.il and data 
, a communications processor 
data processing systems and operable to 
►aid data processing systems, data indicative 
access processor operable to retrieve from 
material content items corresj ending to said 
from said data requesting sirid multimedia 
the meta data stored in association with 

from the comparison retrieving said 
items from said server, and t-> 
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communicate to the buyer data processing system data representative of said pre /iew versions of 
said possible multimedia content items, and a transaction controller operable, in response to 
selection data representative of a selection of at least one of said possible preview versions of 
said multimedia content items from said buyer, to communicate to said vendor identified by said 
stored identification, data ordering said selected multimedia content items, and to complete a 
sales transaction for the selected multimedia material with the buyer, said method comprising the 
steps of 

- establishing an account with the multimedia transaction processor, 

- communicating data representative of a request for a desired multimedia, material item 
to said transaction processor via a data communications network, 

- receiving possible preview versions of said multimedia material items from said 
transaction processor, 

- previewing said possible preview versions of said multimedia material : terns, 

- selecting desired multimedia items from said preview versions, 

- communicating data representative of said selection to said transaction processor, 

- completing a transaction for the purchase of said selected multimedia material items, 

and 

- arranging for the owner of said multimedia material to communicate sa d selected 
material items to said buyer. 

Claims 20-27. (canceled) 



-9- 00313417 

PAGE 11/17* RCVD AT 9129/2005 1:36:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time) ' 3VR:U8PT0€FXRf -6/2S* DNIS:2738300« C$ID:858 731 5001 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



09/29/2005 10:34 FAX 858 731 5001 FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 52)012 

PATENT 
450110-03032 

Claim 28. (previously presented) A computer program providing computer 
executable instructions, which when loaded onto a computer configures the computer to operate 
as a multimedia transaction processor as claimed in Claim 1. 

Claim 29. (previously presented) A computer program providing computer 
executable instructions, which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the 
method according to Claim 18. 

Claim 30. (previously presented) A computer program product ha^ng a computer 
readable medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the co mputer program 
claimed in Claim 28, 

i 

Claims 31-34. (canceled) 

Claim 35. (previously presented) A computer program provicing computer 
executable instructions, which when loaded on to a computer causes the computer to perform the 
method according to Claim 19. 

Claims 36-37. (canceled) 

Claim 38. (previously presented) A computer program product hav jig a computer 
readable medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the computer program 
claimed in Claim 29. 
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Claim 39. (previously presented) A computer program product having a computer 
readable medium recorded thereon information signals representative of the ccmputer program 
claimed in Claim 35. 



Claims 40-41. (canceled) 
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